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AUTHOR’S NOTE.

The idea behind this book is not to write a treatise. Consider this book as
something that I wrote to keep myself on the watch. A summary I look at all the

time, based on my personal testaments, which you’ll find out in the next chapter.



Chapter 1: My Mission in This Book.

Bishop David Oyedepo is a man of great wealth, power and influence.

Men of great influence must be analyzed by the public, they must be held to

account, and they must be held to a higher standard.

He rides a private jet and doesn’t waste his time explaining to anyone why or
apologizing for them. He drives luxury cars, lives a luxurious life and talks a lot

about wealth.

So the critics come in fast and violent, foaming at the mouth sometimes. They
are so eager to point out the mistakes, the inconsistencies, the absurdities. They
insist that Jesus wouldn’t spend so much, act so majestic, and be so

unconcerned.

Jesus would be a lamb, they insist. Just like the Reverend Fathers they grew up
to see. Or the fishers of men who bump on your door with piousness and the

most submissive dose of humility.

What is Oyedepo doing with all these material belongings? What’s a Man of



God doing with this excessive accumulation of private wealth?

Many times it’s difficult to attempt to explain or dispute the critics for two
reasons. First, the man at the center doesn’t bother. Secondly, everyone is

entitled to his opinion.

However, anyone who comes close to evaluate the entire situation quickly

distinguishes between facts and fables, truths and lies.

That is my story.

In 2003, I was a full time branch pastor of a Pentecostal Church, Friends of Jesus
Holy Ghost Chapel, Owerri, Imo State, Nigeria. I was posted to Egbeada in
Owerri, a community of about 30,000 residents to start the church. With the help
of God, our church grew from one member (myself) to about 60 members within

2 years.

In the midst of this missionary work, something kept telling me on the inside
that I wasn’t really ready and fully prepared for the work I was involved in. I felt

there was more to the ministry than how we were running things.

As I prayed about this, I was impressed to resign and set on a mission to learn
how ministry is done. I was impressed to go and learn by hearing and observing

Bishop David Oyedepo.



Prior to this time, I had read a couple of Bishop Oyedepo’s books and loved his
ministry and works. But I still had my reservations. You shouldn’t blame me for
having my reservations because I was converted in a holiness church, the
Watchman Catholic Charismatic Ministries, and we didn’t believe everything

from outside.

However, as Apostle Paul would say, ‘I was not disobedient to the heavenly

vision.’

I relocated to Lagos and joined the Living Faith Church (Winners’ Chapel) as a
member in 2005. What I share with you in this book is a summary of what I have
learned from the life and ministry of Bishop Dr. David O. Oyedepo in this last 11

years.

It’s been a long journey, but suffice it say that I have enjoyed every bit of it.

You may not agree with all I share in this book but I can only share my story.
What you do with it is up to you. But I believe that if you read with an open
heart, you’ll see that no man actually rises to the top by making mistakes. People

only rise to the top by doing the right things over a long period of time.

It’s better to learn than to judge.

May we all fulfill the purpose for which we are born.



Chapter 2: Who Is Bishop David Oyedepo?

Figure 1: Bishop David Oyedepo (Source: www.ez47mag.com)

If you are reading this book, chances are that you know Bishop David Oyedepo,

or that you have heard about him in the public domain.

If you are a member of the Winners Family Church World Wide, then the stories
and lessons I share in this book are not new to you. But for the sake of proper

flow of story, I’ll share a brief of the man, Bishop David Oyedepo.

David Olaniyan Oyedepo, affectionately called “Papa” was born September 27,
1954 in Kwara State Nigeria. He is the founder and presiding Bishop of Living
Faith Church World Wide, also known as Winners Chapel, and its affiliated

international churches, known as Winners Chapel International, with



headquarters in Ogun State, Nigeria.

Oyedepo is the senior pastor of Faith Tabernacle, a 50,000 seat church
auditorium, reported to be the largest church auditorium in the world by the

Guinness Book of Records.

Living Faith Church has gone beyond a Christian ministry; the Canaan land in

Ota, Ogun State has been expanded over the years and now contains a

e Primary school — Kingdom Heritage Model School,
e The Faith Academy Secondary School,

e The Covenant University, reputed to be the best private University in
Nigeria,
e The Canaan City Estate,

e The ongoing 100,000 capacity Faith Theater under construction.

Oyedepo gave his life to Christ and was born again in 1969 at the age of 15. He
was led to Christ by a missionary school teacher, Betty Lasher and preached his

first sermon the following year at 16.

He studied Architecture at the former Kwara State Polytechnic, now Kwara State
University and worked briefly with the Federal Ministry of Housing in Ilorin

before resigning to concentrate on the ministry. He is married to Faith Oyedepo



and they have four children.

Now that you have the brief, let’s move on to the lessons I want to share.



Chapter 3:

15 Success Habits of Bishop David
Oyedepo.



1. UNUSUAL PASSION AND DEDICATION TO

THE THINGS OF GOD.

Right from the very first day he gave his life to Christ and preached his first

sermon, his zeal for the things of God grew on a daily basis.

Those who are close to him all know that the man David Oyedepo loves God to

a fault. He is not serving God for the materials, but for the Person.

In 1973, at the age of 19, he traveled to a village for a 71 days assignment. On
discovering that there was no church in the community, even a Catholic church,

he vowed that he would not leave the community until a church was established.

Together with a friend, who interpreted for him, they began a one-on-one
evangelism and in 40 days, they built a grass church, with all the financial

resources practically coming from his little allowance.

Brother David, as at this time did not have a call to ministry. He was only

consumed with passion and zeal for the kingdom.

At the end of his stay in the community, during his send forth, the church gave



him a gift of a lantern. During the presentation, the oldest man in the village

said, ‘May the light you brought to our village shine round the world'

Today, David Oyedepo calls this gift, “a mysterious gift,” and believes that it

was the genesis of his worldwide ministry.

THE POINT:

Being sold out to God, being there to do the work of God, even when there is no

reward attached, is a prerequisite for every divine breakthrough.

The bible says that...

“If they hear and serve Him, They will end their days in prosperity And their

years in pleasures.” -(Job 36:11)




2. HE IS AN AVID, PASSIONATE AND

VORACIOUS READER.

It is said that great leaders are always great readers.

When you sit and listen to Bishop Oyedepo, you’ll know that the man is overly

sound. He said:

“...I am largely a product of books. I believe my worth would have been far

more less than what it is today without access to life-changing books.

Before starting the Living Faith Church, he read 39 biographies of outstanding
ministries, discovering how great ministries are run, acquiring sound knowledge

and thinking for running a great ministry.

Prior to starting the Covenant University, he read the biographies of top
Universities in the world, like Oxford, Princeton, Harvard, Yale, Cambridge, etc.
He practically could tell how these great schools were run without being there.
His studies led him to declare that Covenant University would be a new

generation Harvard. Today, CU is rated among the top ten Universities in Africa,



in just about 10 years plus.

While talking to youths some time ago he said:

“Give your attention to reading if you don’t want your youth to be despised...
y giIfy youry P

If you don’t want to lose your place in the race, pay attention to reading.

Figure 2: David Oyedepo (Source: Danieldigest.com). "If you don’t want to lose your place in the race, pay attention to
reading"

There was a time he went to the US and returned with boxes full of books. When
asked by the wife what he brought for them, he showed her the boxes full of

books and said, “With this I can produce anything you’ll ever need in life”

He once said: “I was buying and biting books. I was having different kinds of

encounters upon encounters from books”

It was while reading Dr. T.L. Osborne's book, “The Purpose of Pentecost” that

he got baptized in the Holy Spirit and heard the voice of God for the very first



time in 1977.

In many of his pulpit preaching, he references a lot of great preachers who has
influenced him through their books, like Kenneth Hagin, E.W. Kenyon, Kenneth

Copeland, Gloria Copeland, T. L. Osborn, Smith Wigglesworth, etc.

THE POINT.

“Seek out books from proven authors, sit down and ask sincere questions & God

will answer you,” - Bishop David Oyedepo.




3. LIVING WITHIN YOUR MEANS.

One very popular quote of Bishop David Oyedepo is that “Life is in phases,

men are in sizes.”

He believes that prayer and fasting does not cancel proper growth process.

He once told us in a meeting and said: “If I had tried to wear the type of suits I

wear now, when I began, I may have been lost.”

One story he tells over and over again is when they had their second son and
there was no money to do the naming ceremony. Instead of asking to borrow
money from the Church, he opted to give everyone who came to the ceremony

biscuit and crate of beverage (coca cola - mineral).

Oyedepo believes that you cannot go far if you do not know how to live within

your means and be happy.

THE POINT:

“If you jump up, you’ll fall. But if you climb up, you’ll stay.” — Bishop David



Oyedepo.




4. KEEPING ACCURATE RECORDS.

Though it’s only occasionally that Bishop Oyedepo will tell you to keep records,
but you can see from his life that he keeps good records. He will give you dates,

times and duration when God spoke to him over a matter.

He knows the exact day he received the baptism of the Holy Spirit and heard the
voice of God, the exact hour God gave him a vision of deliverance to mankind,

the exact minute he received a word to move from Kaduna to Lagos, and so on.

This type of record keeping life has always amazed me. He’s always encouraged
us to take and keep notes. In fact, he still has notes he preached from in the early

80s.

Beyond keeping notes, this habit indicates an organized life.

In the book, Think Great: Be Great, Lailah Gifty Akita says: “Historical gap

is created due to missing written records.”

THE POINT.



Take notes, organize and keep them. This way your story will be told better.

Even God keeps records




5. PRACTICE WHAT YOU PREACH.

Cyedepo To Christ In 1969

Figure 3: Betty Lasher, Pictured with Oyedepo several years ago. Source: Nairaland

I have observed this excellent quality in the life of David Oyedepo. He lays so
much emphasis on practicing, doing, acting. He believes that “The Word only

works for doers, not hearers, not preachers.”

He has always maintained that if you don’t practice what you preach and teach,

you will not have results.

For example, in 2016, the Winners church is carrying out a prophetic program
nicknamed, THE WONDER DOUBLE AGENDA. Basically the emphasis is

laid on Matthew 6:33. Members are encouraged to seek God the more in prayers,



fasting and soul winning evangelism.

The idea is that as we seek God the more and win souls, our needs will be
supernaturally met. The program involves early morning prayers (5:30AM-

6:30AM), evening prayers and evangelism as well.

One would expect that a person like the Bishop with the kind of schedule he runs
will only just reel out instructions to members and pastors and then watch them
carry them out. But no. I'm amazed that in all the morning prayers, you’ll see the
Bishop participating. When he’s not available (not many times), members would

be informed of his whereabouts.

In fact, the most amazing was that in order to take part in the soul winning
evangelism, he bought a megaphone and goes out to the street to witness to

people.

This aspect of my observation and learning is the most intimidating part. How
many pastors of lesser influence still join in midweek services and go out to
streets to witness to others? They only tell members what to do, and then wait

for the members to obey.

If all preachers practice what they preach, the world would be a better place.

THE POINT:



If you want to have great results in your life, ministry, home and business,

practice what you preach.




6. NEVER EVER BORROW.

Figure 4: This is the Faith Tabernacle, a 50,000 seat church auditorium, reported to be the largest church auditorium in the
world by the Guinness Book of Records. Source: DanielDigest.com

In the business world we are taught that borrowing is allowed provided it is for

profit making. That is great and there’s nothing wrong with that.

But not with Bishop Oyedepo. He believes that under no circumstance should a
believer borrow. He says that borrowing is a sign of lack of trust in God and lack
of patience. He advises us to look at whatever we need and do not have, that we

should see it as the time to have that thing has not come.

In fact, before he married, he called his wife and wrote out series of agreements

and asked her to consider if she was okay with them and then sign. One of the



conditions was that even if they had only one pair of shoe left as they do God’s

work, they would never ever borrow.

The 50, 000 capacity Faith Tabernacle was built debt free; a proof on the
miraculous power of God to provide at all times for His people, if we trust on

Him completely.

THE POINT:

Do all you can to live a debt free life. A debtor is servant to the creditor...

always.




7. CLARITY OF PURPOSE AND DIVINE

DIRECTION.

It’s not enough for a man to know where he is going. He also needs to work out

how to get there.

Dr. Oyedepo strongly believes in clarity of purpose. You must be able to say, in
clear terms, this is your assignment. And then you must be able to work out the

modalities for carrying it out.

But more importantly, you must be able to hear the voice of God...always...
always...always, to effectively carry out the assignment. Each phase or stage of
the work must be prayed through and you must convince yourself that God is the

one leading you.

There was a time Oyedepo traveled to Japan for ministration. While ministering
he had such a great open door that he felt the ministry is needed in Japan. They
made all the arrangement to open a branch. The pastor was chosen and informed.
The strategies were mapped out. But while on the plane, God told him that was

his plan and not His. There and then, the whole plan was canceled.



The man Bishop David Oyedepo is a strong believer in the fact that a man’s

worth is in following divine direction.

In one Shiloh night service in 2007 he said:

“One wrong step is enough to crash a destiny. God has an already made plan

for you. If you miss it, you’ll pay dearly for it.”

While it’s great to sit down and plan and be result oriented, it is important to be
sure that when major life, business and ministry decisions are to be taken, that

we have a direction from God.

In his book, Understanding Divine Direction, he tells several personal life
encounters that underscores the importance of following the plan of God for

your life.

He believes and teach that you don’t need to be a pastor to be successful and
make a great impact in life. All you need is to do whatever it takes and find the

plan of God for your life and then give it your 110% effort.

THE POINT:

No matter how sound you are in mental judgment, depend on God’s leading for

major decisions in ministry, life and business.






8. EXTREMELY FOCUSED.

Figure 5: Serene view of Covenant University inside Canaan Land, Ota. Source: Danieldigest.com

There is a saying that if you chase two rabbits, both will escape.

Bishop Oyedepo completely believes that one will never reach his fullest best

until he is fully focused in one thing. Recently he said,

“You cannot be a star athlete and be a star musician at the same time.”

The Bible says that “If your eyes are single, your whole body will be full of
light. (Matt. 6:22).

David Oyedepo is not attempting several things at the same time, except of



course only those things that aligns with his overall purpose in life.

I have learned that it is important that we be extremely focused in our vision to

get results. We must not chase after too many things at the same time.

THE POINT:

When it comes to the major purpose of your life, destroy
your plan B




9. WORK. WORK. WORK. THERE IS NO

SUBSTITUTE.

Running 2 Universities, secondary schools, pastoring the largest church in the
world, preaching 5 services every Sunday, authoring books and managing a

bunch of estate; you’ll agree that is not for people who don’t like to work.

If you’ve seen the 50,000 capacity Church edifice, called Faith Tabernacle,
you’ll agree that lots and lots of creative thinking went into that project,
especially when you learn that Oyedepo was the lead architect in the team that

produced the architectural design of the edifice.

Prayer and fasting, seeking divine direction and meditations are great. But the
place of work and creative thinking is also very important in our journey to

fulfilling destiny.

On several meetings, Bishop Oyedepo would share with us, how in the early

days, he spent 18 hours every day in his work. He would humorously say:

“Can you imagine a student in school that does nothing but read the Bible, pray



and fast, when his textbooks are there to be read? He will be the most fantastic

and charismatic failure.”

THE POINT:

“Identify the work involved in your assignment and face
It. Things Ol’lly work for workers.” - Bishop David Oyedepo.




10. ‘DANGEROUS’ GIVING LIFESTYLE.

Bishop Oyedepo does not just teach people to give. He gives. He said:

“No one can pray his way to prosperity. No one can fast his way to riches. No
pray ly to prosp ly

one can beg his way to abundance; you can only give your way out.”

Every year, he invests millions in student funding and other charitable works,
both within the church he pastors and outside of it. Unfortunately, he doesn’t
make a lot of noise about his giving, so critics believe he consumes all he’s
blessed with. But everyone fairly close knows that the man lives the talk in terms

of giving.

There is no doubt that giving has a way of inviting the universe to support us in
our quest to succeed in life. That is why it is important for us to develop the

habit of giving to the church, society and our family.



11. HOW OYEDEPO HANDLES CRITICISM.

I

Figure 6: Dr. David & Faith Oyedepo (Source: Naij.com)

All men of influence face public scrutiny. There will always be many who feel
they should be doing things in certain ways and question the integrity of their

actions on many occasions.

However, it is how these outbursts, media trials, public judgments and fiery
criticisms are handled that matters. It can make a leader stronger or destroy him

permanently.

Bishop Oyedepo is one man that is greatly criticized for his style of ministry and
affluent lifestyle. But I’ve observed that there has never been a time he responds
to media talks and barrage of attacks in the news about him, from time to time.
People are left with whatever opinion they form unchallenged, unattended to and

without response.



He says, “If someone says I’'m stupid, he’s just sharing his opinion. It doesn't

make me stupid.”

As you grow in life, many misinformation will be formed about you. It’s
important you know how to treat these public opinions. While they should make
you decide to be better secretly, just in case the government gets interested, it’s
usually a waste of time trying to respond and clarify issues. The more you want

to clarify issues, the more you’ll be holed up in people’s judgments.

Oyedepo says, “I’'m so busy with my work that I don’t have time to know what

another person is doing.”

THE POINT:

Great leaders don’t spend time answering oppositions and critics. They are just

too busy with their work and creating the next success story to be talked about.




12. HONOR YOUR PARENTS.

Figure 7: Bishop Oyedepo's grandmother - Late Racheal Adeyiola Odetundun. She taught Oyedepo, hardwork. (Source:
Pulse.ng)

Our parents stand a very significant place in our destiny. They may not always

be right, but we need to honor them and provide for them.

Bishop David Oyedepo has always shown gratitude to his parents and

grandmother in many of his preaching.

He has shared severally how his grandmother taught him hard work as a child

and he remains eternally grateful for those early life disciplines.

One of the core teachings of the ministry is honoring our parents. I believe that



this type of disposition forms great spiritual bedrock for one’s greatness in life.

THE POINT:

Always get the blessings of your parents.




13. RESPECT AND STAND WITH YOUR

PATNERS.

No great leader attains such great heights alone. At the base is usually some kind
of unflinching support from the partners and followers. Treating these people

with levity is usually a very wrong leadership approach.

Bishop David Oyedepo often talks about the men who started and stood with

him; and they all occupy very sensitive places in the ministry.

Leaders influence followers and the followers make the leader relevant. Where
there are no followers, there would be no leader. We must appreciate, respect and

stand with our partners...always... always.

THE POINT:

Spare some glory for your partners and team members. Let them have the praise

for being there. Don't take all the thanks alone.




14. VALUE MENTORSHIP.

There are heights we will never be able to attain without the input, correction
and support of mentorship. This is one area that Oyedepo excels greatly. He has
men and women who are his mentors and role models. And he talks about them

and celebrates them publicly...all the time.

Till today, the names of men like E.A Adeboye, Late Kenneth E. Hagin, Kenneth
and Gloria Copeland, Late Archbishop Benson Idahosa, etc continue to be heard

over and over in the ministry.

There’s hardly a week that passes that the Bishop will not share one encounter or
the other he had with one mentor or the other in the past. This is a fact that all

members of Winners Chapel can relate to.

The Bishop values and celebrates mentorship with his life.

THE POINT:

Who are your mentors?




15. VALUE YOUR LIFE PARTNER.

Bishop David Oyedepo mas managed to maintain a hitch free marriage for over
30 years. This is not achieved by watching movies. He surely knows the keys to
a successful home building; one of which I believe is giving respect to your

partner.

If you come to the Living Faith Church, you’ll agree that the servant of God

values his wife and they work hard together to fulfill the mandate.

We must endeavor to learn how to live and maintain a peaceful marriage; one
that radiates grace and support for each other in our assignment. For only then

can we truly have a great life.



WHAT NEXT?

The truth is that there is no way one can write about the ministry of someone
who has invested over 30 years in the work of the kingdom in a 40-page book.
Like I said above, The idea behind this book is not to write a treatise. Consider
this book as something that I wrote to keep myself on the watch. A summary I
look at all the time, based on my personal convictions. That is what I have just

shared with you.

No doubt, I will continue to update this work from time to time. I believe that as

the days go by, I will continue to learn and be empowered.

I truly believe that the words in this book, though small, have spoken volumes to
you. Like I said above, what you do with what you have read is up to you. My
prayer however is that you will find one or two infallible secrets that you can

add to your lifestyle, towards God’s assignment for your life.

You are lifted.



Let’s Connect.

Once again, thank you for reading this book. Please consider giving it an honest

review on Amazon. Your comment is very important to us.

I also invite you to checkout our website at www.BetterLifeWorld.org and

consider joining our newsletter, which we send out once in a while with great

tips, testimonies and revelations from God’s Word for a victorious living.

Feel free to drop us your prayer request. We will join faith with you and God’s

power will be released in your life and the issue in question.
We’d be very happy if you can share this book with others.

Remain blessed .


http://betterlifeworld.org
http://betterlifeworld.org/newsletter
http://betterlifeworld.org/prayer-request
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4 . Healing Prayers: 30 Powerful Prophetic Prayers that Brings Healing and Empower You to Walk in
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Divine Health: Strong Decrees That Invoke Healing for You & Your Loved Ones
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7.7 Days Fasting With 120 Powerful Night Prayers for Personal Deliverance and Breakthrough.

8. 100 Powerful Prayers for Your Teenagers: Powerful Promises and Prayers to Let God Take Control of

Your Teenagers & Get Them to Experience Love & Fulfillment
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9. How to Pray for Your Children Everyday: + 75 Powerful Prayers & Prophetic Declarations to Use and

Pray for Your Children's Salvation, Future, Health, Education, Career, Relationship, Protection, etc

10. How to Pray for Your Family: + 70 Powerful Prayers and Prophetic Declarations for Your Family's

Salvation, Healing, Victory, Breakthrough & Total Restoration.

11. Daily Prayer Guide: A Practical Guide to Praying and Getting Results — Learn How to Develop a

Powerful Personal Prayer Life

12. Make Him Respect You: 31 Relationship Advice for Women to Make their Men Respect Them.

13. How to Cast Out Demons from Your Home, Office and Property: 100 Powerful Prayers to Cleanse Your

Home, Office, Land & Property from Demonic Attacks

14. Praying Through the Book of Psalms: Most Powerful Psalms and Powerful Prayers & Declarations for
Every Situation: Birthday, Christmas, Business Ideas, Breakthrough, Deliverance, Healing, Comfort,

Exams, Decision Making, Grief, and Many More.

15. God's Letter to Students: Powerful Motivation & Guide for Students & Anyone Preparing to Write

Exams: Plus 10 Days of Powerful Prayers for Wisdom, Favor, Protection & Success in Studies, Exams &

Life.


https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01JW9LPTY
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01KELBZ6C
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01KR0WS1G
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01K1Q49XQ
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https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01LXDG608
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