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DEDICATION

| dedicate this book to my dear sons,
David and Joshua.
| pray that they will grow up to bear much fruit in
the Lord.



PREFACE

| have always wanted to be useful to the Lord. Many
years ago, | prayed a prayer from the bottom of my heart,
and asked the Lord to make mefruitful.

| am very grateful tothe Lord for saving my life. If it had
not been for the Lord, | cannot imaginewhere| would be.

Itisout of gratitudetothe Lord that | desireto befruitful.
| think that this should be the desire of every sincere
Christian. But bearing fruitisnot assimple asit seems.

Inthisbook, | beginto share somevital truths about how
God wantsyou to befruitful.

What are God's expectations of me? God wants me to
bear fruit after my own kind. Thereisnothing moredifficult
than trying to do something the wrong way. | have come
to seethat no matter how hard and how long you keep doing
thewrong things, it still doesn’t get you anywhere.

Come with me on thisjourney as | share thisimportant
message about why you should bear fruits after your own
kind.
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My father wasaprominent lawyer and palitician. Heaso
owned anumber of racehorses and ahotel. So you see, he
wasmore or lessregarded asabig man in society.

When | became born-again, | would often speak at length
to him about Christ. Butthemorel tried, themorel failed .
Infact, asayoung raw student, | realized | wasnowhere near
his calibre, not to mention the age difference of about thirty
years.

So hesaidto me, “Listen, son. If you want me toreceive
your message, you better go get a Doctorate in Theology
from Trinity College. Thencomeagain.”

Andthat wasthat.
When my father spoke, it wasfinal.



| don’t recall seeing any born-again Christianswho were
politicians and lawyers ever speak to him about Jesus.
However, when those of his colleagues who were
Freemasons came after him, he accepted their message and
became a L odge member.

It was not until the Lord showed me some scripturesin
theBible, that | understood why my father had not been able
to receive the gospel from me.

And God said, Let theearth bring forth theliving
creature after hiskind, [mark those words] cattle,
and creepingthing, and beast of theearth after his
kind: and it wasso. And God madethebeast of the
earth after hiskind, and cattleafter hiskind... and
God saw that it was good.

Gen 1: 24,25.

TheWord of God teaches us herethat every living thing
issupposed to bring forth after itskind. Which meansthat
you'’reexpected to givebirth to somethingwhich isjust
like your self.

Why isthisthe case? Becausethat isthenatural order
God hasset ontheearth! Soif you'reafrog, God expects
you to give birth to frogs, and not to apes. | believethat is
thereason why | failed to influence my father. Even nature
shows that it's almost impossible to bring forth something
that is not like yourself.



You see, the best person to minister to you is someone
of your own kind. We al differ in many respects. We are
not the same. You may come from acertain background or
speak a different language. But God can use you to
minister toyour kind, becauseyou aretheonewho can
easlly relateto that particular category of people.

Women are good at ministering to women, and elderly
men find it easier to relate to other elderly people. Such
people are more likely to succeed in putting across their
ideas, becausethey areonlevel ground.

Usually, it’sonly another businessman who can handlethe
objectionsof astubborn businessman andtell him, “ Are both
of usnot businessmen? And what do you havethat | don’t?
I’m also avery busy person, but | tell you, it’stimeto make
Jesusyour Lord and Saviour.”

Or astudent could tell hismates, “Hey look, arewenotin
the same class? Remember that | also have examsto write,
but | still find timeto worship the Lord and get distinctions.
Jesusis coming soon, man. Don’t beleft out.”

Areyou abanker, asecretary or afarmer? Whatever kind
of personyou are, you havetheability to positively influence
the people of your kind. If you areabusinessman then reach
out with the gospel to other businessmen, becauseyou are
best at bringing forth your own kind. The same goesfor
market women, mechanics, rich men, etc.

There are peoplewho will only respond to someone
they have something in common with: age group,
profession, language, social class, etc.



That's why the churches in Ghana are pastored by
Ghanaians, and not by the British or the Swiss. Becausea
local pastor finds it easier to relate to his own people.

Now, what doesit mean to bring forth ?

... for in Christ Jesus| have begotten you through
the gospdl.
| Cor. 4:15

Paul issaying here, “By leading you to Christ through the
gospel, | have given birth to you spiritually. Through my
activities, | have caused you to exist in Christ.”

Doyouredisethat we' re existing because of the activities
of our parents? Now through your Christian activities,
other Christianswho arejust likeyou will beborn into
God’'sKingdom.

Take for example, the Full Gospel Businessmen’s
Fellowship International. You will noticethat most of their
membersare professionalsintheir fortiesandfifties. Their
convertsare a so peoplein that age group. Onereasonwhy
they'restill thriving, istheir application of God's principle
of bringing forth after their own kind. They reach out to
peoplewho arejust like them.

Haveyou noticed that even beasts bring forth their own
kind? That’show anima smultiply. Andthat ishow churches
grow. When we stop reproducing after our kind, our
number s decrease and we begin to die out.

| can say that | am bringingforth alot of doctorslike
myself, who are becoming pastors. In our church today,
there are many of such people. These are my spiritual



children, having been born due to my personal outreach
towardsmy type. Asaresult, I’ mnot the only person of my
kind inthe church. Thereare othersjust like me.

But today millions of Christians carry on through life
looking and praying for material things. We are not
concerned about the Lord's commandment to bear fruit
spiritually. So we walk through life like trees without
fruits. Like women who are unable to bear children,
we have nothing to show for our Christianity.

But children are so important that people are not likely
to marry if they realise they will not be able to have them.
Even loving husbands and wives are likely to seek other
partnersif they realisetheir union cannot produce children.

InAfrica, it'sgenerally considered adisgracefor women
tobechildless. It hasbeen known for some desperatewomen
to have extramarital affairs, and pretend the pregnancy was
caused by their sterile husbands. (Until the baby is born
with Chinese eyes, everybody believesit!)

Asyou can see, being childless seemsto beabig problem
in our society. But God looks down from Heaven and
seesthat there'safar more serious problem than that:

The problem of not having spiritual children!



Reasons Why You Should
Bear Fruit

Reason No. 1:
TO PROVE THAT YOU ARE A REAL
CHRISTIAN

Thefirst reason why you must bear fruit, isto show
that you aretruly born again. Oh, | know that you pray
aloud and sing the praise songslike everybody else. Some
of you arethe best dancersand so on.

But | have come to redlise that all church members are
not necessarily Christians.



It’sunfortunate, but many who go to church arenot
born again, and do not even know God.

Some years ago we had a patient in the gynaecol ogy
department of the Korle-Bu Hospital, where | wasworking.
Thiswoman was in her early twenties but had never been
able to have her period. Now, asadoctor | knew that this
wasabnormal. When shewasmedically investigated and
examined, we discover ed that this‘woman’ wasreally
aman! Wefound ‘her’ to have malereproductive organs.
Which explained why ‘ she’ was unableto have aperiod.

Soin spite of what ‘ she’ looked like ontheoutside, ‘ she’
could never bear children, ‘she’ wasnot real —she’ wasa
‘he'!

That iswhy somepeoplecannot bear fruits—because
they arenot real Christians. They arenot genuine. They
are like some shops in town which are supposed to be
boutiques and spare parts shops. Yet they never seemto be
openfor business. Each day they claimto be*taking stock”.

But that isonly afront for the cocaine business going on
at the back. Be careful, some people are not really what
they claimto be.

So, how can | tell whether you areareal Christian or not?
Well, that isvery simple:

Wher efore by their fruits ye shall know them.

Matt. 7:20



We can distinguish genuine Christians from
counterfeit Christians by looking at their fruit! | can
tell, when | see you bringing forth other believers like
yourself to the Lord. (Other students, businessmen,
housewives, or whatever).

If, by your spiritual activity, othersjust likeyou are
brought to the Lord and discipled, then this fruit you
are bearing showsyou arefor real!

But if you have no convertsto show for your Chritianity,
then there must be something missing. You are not genuine.
You are just an attendee. No wonder some so-called
Christians are not even interested in the Bible or the things
of God. (Their only responseto the pastor’s sermonisone
bigyawn!)

Today, many people cometo church for reasonsother than
a deep desire to seek God. Others just follow a family
member or afriend into the Church. That iswhy somepeople
fal away when certain thingshappen. Becausethey areredlly
not what they claimto be.

For thisreason, | keep telling theyouthin our church, “If
anyonewantsto marry you, look at their fruits, and not their
pretty facesor sweet ‘raps. By their fruitsye shall know
them.”

Inalargechurchlikeours, thereareall sortsof beasts
mingling with God’s genuineflock of sheep. Theseare
wolves in sheep’s clothing because when we talk about
witnessing, they cannot even bear witnessfor Christ.



Let metell you this, that if something good hasreally
happened to changeyour life, you will joyfully go about
telling others.

Noonewill havetourgeyouon. Itjust happensnaturally.

Dear friend, if the only Christianity you practice is by
going to church on Sundays, then I’ m afraid to inform you
that thereismoreto it thanthat. (Infact, unbelieversattend
church on Sunday too!)

Real Christianity takes place OUT SIDE the church
AFTER Sundays. Each weekday must have its share of
prayer, worship, bible-reading and labouring for the Lord.

So if you have always comforted yourself with the fact
that you go to church on Sundays, then I'm afraid | must
discomfort you! Church member ship doesnot proveyou
areagenuineChristian at all! Here’'ssome sound advice
from Il Corinthians 13:5:

Examineyour selves, whether ye bein thefaith.

Friend, befor real. First, be bornagain. Then show by
your fruit that you areareal, committed Christian.



Reason No. 2:
TO PROVE THAT YOUAREHEALTHY

The second reason why some Christians do not bear fruit
IS because they are not healthy. They are not normal,
productive Christians, because thereisaspiritual sickness
somewhere.

Sometimes when awoman (areal one) isunableto give
birth, it is due to an illness — like infertility. And some
causes of infertility are the blocking of the fallopian tubes,
inability of the ovaries to release eggs, destruction of the
womb due to an earlier abortion, and so on. All these are
health reasons, which prevent childbirth.

In the sameway, when Christiansareunableto give
birth and befruitful, it isoften becausethereisadisease
in their Christian life. Though they are born again, they
are spiritually sick. One such sicknessislaziness. (Some
peoplearesimply too lazy to labour for the Lord!) Another
iIspride. But themain reason why alot of Christiansare
not productiveisbecausethey arelivingin sin. Indeed,
nothing affectsfruitful Christianliving like sin does.

During hisdays asahotel manager, one of my associates
recallsseeing aChristian girl who cameto deepwithamale
lodger at thishotel. After they werethrough with whatever
they were doing (your guessisasgood asmine!), thisyoung
lady just came out of the hotel room shouting in tongues!
What ashame!



Redlly, it'sunfortunate. But there are many morelike her,
whoindulgeinimmorality of every kind, and thiskillstheir
ability to witness.

| mean, how can you, after doing what you just did, speak to
him to give hislifeto Jesus?

Some people have such bad, un-Christian habitsthat
they cannot even muster the courageto sharethegospd.
It's all a question of character. | remember a certain
Charismatic Christian who smoked so much that it became
aproblem in his office. Everybody complained about it,
including hisboss.

Now, if somebody like this tried to preach to others,
nobody would take him seriously. (He probably wouldn’'t
eventry, anyway!) Peoplelikethesearespiritually sick,
so they cannot bring forth any fruit— just like barren
women. But the Bibleinstructsusin |1 Pet 1:5-8 to add to
our faith,

... virtue... knowledge... temperance... patience...
godliness... brotherly kindness... charity.

(But I thought it wasenough for Christiansjust toremain
inthe Faith? What do we need all these extrasfor?)

For if these thingsbein you, and abound, THEY
MAKE YOU THAT YE SHALL NEITHER BE
BARREN NOR UNFRUITFUL.

If these things bein you... they make you...! Notice
here that Peter lists a number of qualities which immunize
usfrom becoming barren and unfruitful in thethings of God.



That is why some Christians are unfruitful— because
they havenot added thesegodly attributestotheir faith.

The cancer of sin has made them unhealthy Christians.
And unhealthy peopleeverywherearenot productive.



ReasoN No. 3:
TOSHOW THAT YOUHAVE OVERCOME
THE CHOKERSOFTHEWORD

And the cares of theworld, and the deceitfulness

of riches, and thelustsof other thingsenteringin,

choketheword, and it becometh unfruitful.
Mark 4:19.

My dictionary givesthe meaning of the verb ‘to choke’
as. To block, or obstruct a passage or process.

Andthat isexactly what happensto some Christians. They
become so occupied with other things that they no
longer havetimefor the things of God.

Read the text again, and notice that even the normal,
everyday caresof lifecan retard your spiritua progress. The
demands of your job, for example. Or the pressures of
academic work. Or the challenges of bringing up little
children. Unfortunately, many Christians allow the
blessing of marriage to choke the Word, and they end
up no longer being useful to God.

“But Pastor, I’ m pregnant now and...”

L ook, asadoctor | can tell you that pregnancy isnot
adisease. In fact, some Christians are so mindful of the
cares of thisworld, that al they have to offer are excuses:

“But Pastor, my children... my school... my business...”



What about the Lord’ swork? Redlly, if you aretoo busy
to be involved in winning souls, then you are simply too
busy!

As God blesses and promotes us in this world, He
does not intend that it should keep us from doing His

work. Wemust rather overcomethesepotential chokers
and continue being fruitful in Hisvineyard.

Oh, I’'m looking forward to the day when the church’s
regular drummer will still be playing the drums, though he
would have becomethe Minister for Foreign Affairs;

When women will rise up to be pastors, despite the fact
that they haveto raisefour kids at home;

When ushers will still be at it, even when they have
become multimillionaires.

When thecaresof thisworld will not choketheWord!

Reason No. 4.
TO SHOW THAT YOU HAVE OVERCOME
THE DEMONSAND DISTRACTIONSIN
THE CHURCH

As God's people plant churches, Satan also assigns
demons to distract church members from fulfilling the
Great Commission. Every church has its share of them.
These evil spirits cause church divisions and strife — in
fact, anything to hinder the purpose of God!



And asif that was not enough, many dubious people creep
in quietly, asthe churchesgrow. They lie, cheat, steal and
murmur. To fall into their company will entice you into
wrongdoing. But more importantly, moving with such
peoplecan distract your attention from thereal purpose
of being a Christian.

When | wasin school, | was despised by some of my mates
because| never participated muchinathletics. | choserather
to concentrate on my studies (After al, that waswhy | was
thereinthefirst place!) Butlooking at theway some people
trained for the athletic events, you would think that wasthe
main reason why they werein school. (Andtheir fanswho
cheered them on did not make matters any better!)

But whenthefina exam resultscamein, | had adistinction,
while some of my popular athletic colleagues ‘ bombed’
miserably. You see, they missed the point. Instead of
concentrating on the primary goal of graduating with
good grades, they were distracted into sports, not
studies. They were mistaken becausethey did not set their
prioritiesright.

Now, | believethat as Christianswemust be steadfast and
unmoved, no matter what is happening around us. WWe must
haveavision. Becausewithout avision, wewill bedistracted
from timeto time. Even asa pastor | do not preoccupy
myself with too many ‘political’ meetings. (We' retalking
about inter-church politics here.) | actually determine to
stay away from such meetings. Thisisbecausel want to
remain focused on the vision of winning souls.



The Church of God isthe only institution in this world
charged with preaching the gospel, casting out devils, and
upholding the truth of God’sWord. We should therefore
not deviate into party politics, inter-church palitics,
trading, or secular education.

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast,
unmovable, always [not sometimes, but ...]
aboundinginthework of theLord...

| Cor. 15:58.

Here God istelling us asindividuals, students, workers,
and asachurch, to remain committed to our objectives, come
rain or shine. Have you noticed that this principleof aways
sticking to it, is applied by those who really make alot of
money?

Takeasuccessful company likeUnilever. For generations,
they have been steadily producing and making money in
Ghana, regardless of the numerous political changes.
Governmentscomeand go, but (asthey say intheir Key Soap
commercial) “thetradition goeson.” Andthat isoneprinciple
that we, as Christians, must learn— to remain focused, to
carry on, to beundistracted.

However, for some Christianstheonly tradition that
goes on, is their constant distraction from important
issues. You really should hear them, as they murmur,
complain and gossip:



“But why doesthe pastor drink water halfway through his
sermon?”’

“How comel am never dlowedto singasolointhechoir?’

“Have you heard about that sister? | hear she broke up
with her beloved in order to marry so-and-so because he's
gotaUSvisa”

“Pssst. Have you seen the pastor’s wife's shoes? They
must befrom Hong Kong.”

“I hear that Church hasalot of money.”
“Ei, | hear Rev. Sackey isgoingto Zambia.”
“What about Pastor Eddy? | hear he...”

Andonandonitgoes. Multitudesare perishing, and
there is much work to be done. But our attention is
diverted to insignificant things. Now, as a member of
any church, there are bound to beawholelot of thingswhich
candistract you. But thereal issueistowin soulsand make
disciplesfor Jesus. Period.

And if only we remain steadfast and unmovable by
keeping our focuson the Great Commission, we cannot
fail to bear fruits.



ReasoN No. 5:
TO SHOW THAT YOUAREANACTIVE
CHRISTIAN

Gynaecologists know for a fact that many childless
couplesarenot sexually active. They just lie by each other
like wawa and odumlogsin an articul ator truck headed for
Takoradi harbour!

Somemarried women actually want children, but do
not want to havesex. They ‘commit’ love only about once
amonth, and then turn around to complain that they cannot
havechildren.

That ishow itiswithsomepeople. They areChristians
alright, but because they are not active, they have no
children — no converts, no fruits. Just look around, and
you will observethat passive Christiansbear nofruits.

Do you want to be pregnant and have children? Thenyou
must engagein theactivity that will makeyou pregnant. Do
you want to beafruitful Christian? Thenyou must engagein
the activity that makesyou fruitful — witnessing, teaching,
hel ping and getting activein the things of God!

Some people say, “ But Pastor, I’ mthe quiet type, | don’t
want any trouble. | just prefer to mind my own business.”

“1 don’t want to preach to my business partner, he'll think
I’'m‘someway’.”

Andwithsuchexcusesweremaintotaly idleinavineyard
that isripefor the harvest.



So how can we switch from being mere spectators to
active participants?

...Break up your fallow ground.
Hosea 10:12.

Fallow ground isthat which has been |eft dormant. Idle.
Untouched. Unused. And heretheLordistelling usto break
up (cultivate) our fallow ground. That is, to utilise our
untapped potential. Today there are a lot of genuine,
but dormant Christiansin the Church. They are gifted
with talents which can enable them to perform even better
than those who are already engaged in serving the Lord.

But they just sit there, doing nothing, while a few
labourersdo their best to fulfil the Great Commission.
Soit appearsasif only afew arecalled, but | an convinced
by theWord that many arecalled. Many men. Many women.
Many young people.

Every single Christian hasaroleto play. And until
you get involved to the point whereyou are actually bearing
fruit, you cannot call yourself an active Christian.

Asyou begin to use your talents and giftsin the service
of theLord, youwill find yourself becoming moreand more
active. Your regular Christian activity will yield results, and
your fruitswill definitely begin to show.



ReasoN No. 6:
TOSHOW THAT YOU ARE MATURE

Another reason why you must begin to bear fruits after
your ownkind, isto show that you arematuring. AChristian
without convertsisimmature. It showsthat you are not
fully developed. You arenot of age. You' reunripe.

We seethe samething inthephysical, whereagirl of say,
fiveor nineyearsold cannot givebirth. Thisisbecause she
Isnot yet mature or full-grown. After you areborn again
your main aim must be to grow, so that you can move
from childhood to adulthood. From immaturity to maturity.

But there are a whole lot of Christians who remain
in theinfant stage. By thetimethey ought to have grown
to the point where they a so teach others, they till have need
for somebody to follow them up and so on. To them, the
churchsarviceislike somedramaonTV. All they remember
about the sermon are the jokes.

AnimmatureChristian runsaround from church to
church. From one programme to the other, looking for
excitement. Looking for thelatest thingintown.

If afamous evangelist were to start a church across the
street, they wouldimmediately drop everything and fly therel

Listen, areyou looking for something new? Thenlet me
tell you, thereisnothing new under thesun. Don’t bean
airy Christian, blown about by every wind of doctrine.



Such people are shallow and childish, tossed to and
fro. But astableChristian knowswhat he's about, and
doesnot allow anything to sway him. Heisstable. This
IS maturity!

Thematuretreesays, “| will not bemoved. | will remain
planted here, and focuson growing, till I bear my fruits.”

Church of God, itistimeto grow up! Itistimeto show
by our fruits, that we are mature.

When | was a child, | spake... | understood... |
thought asachild: but when | becameaman, | put
away childish things.

%  eO0@ [VERrvIryeh

ReasoN No. 7:
ITSHOWSYOU ARE ABIDING

...the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it
abide... Hethat abidethin meand | in him, the same
bringeth forth much fruit...

John 15:4,5.

Jesusissaying herethat you and | cannot bear fruit, except
weabidein Him. Which meansto stay, or be planted. Tobe
resident. Toremainin Christ. To continuein the things of
God.

You see, you have to abide in the same place for some
time in order to become productive in that very place.



After al, every tree has to be nurtured over aperiod of
time until it can bear fruitson itsown. No mango tree can
bear fruits after just one year.

For example, many of the pastorsand eldersin our
church havebeen abiding herefor alongtime— abiding
Christianswho have developed into fruitful leaders. It
isonly by staying here to be watered and tended, that they
have grown to become useful inthisvery place.

But alot of Christians do not allow themselvesto get to
thispoint, becausewhenever they areplanted, they upr oot
themselves. Today they are here. Tomorrow, there. One
day they areinvolved in this, the next timeit is something
else.

Atreethat isoften transplanted will never, ever grow
to its full, fruit-bearing potential.

Older people are usualy more stable in what they are
doing. They seem to have a certain ‘staying anointing’.
(Have you noticed that the members of the older
Christian denominationswill seldom, if ever, switch to
another denomination?)

| mean, | have met ol der peoplewho have madeit plain
to me that though they do understand our ‘born-again’
message, they will never change. Of course, that’sanegative
atitude. But thereisapositive aspect of stayingin one
place, which the younger generation must learn.

My initial efforts to reach other medical students were
unsuccessful. They justignored me. But as| continuedin
theLordswork, | beganto succeed. Thisisbecauseyou get



stronger and stronger asyou abide. Today, thevery doctors
and medical studentswho ignored me are responding
to the Gospdl.

Areyou having problemstrying to affect your peers? Just
keep at it. Continueinthegoodwork. With timethey will
begin to respond.

Dear Christian, God wantsyou to have arestful spirit. Be
stable in church. Be permanent. Abide. Make a quality
decision to be planted in a Spirit-filled, Bible-believing
church. Then decideto remain rooted until your fruitsbegin
to show.



Those that be planted in the house of the Lord...
shall still bring forth fruit in old age...

Ps. 92:13,14.

Reason No. 8:
BEAR FRUITSINORDERTOHAVE JOY

Lo, children arean heritage of the Lord... Happy
Is the man that hath his quiver full of them...

Ps. 127:3,5.

Here we understand that he who has many childrenisa
happy man. However, children do not come so easily. In
fact, when you consider the many painful and embarrassing
thingsthat happen at thelabour ward, it makesyou wonder,
“Why do women want to have more children?’

First of al, there'sthe shame of exposing themselvesto
total strangers. Thenthere' stheagony of labour itself. The
pelvic bones actually move to allow the baby to come out.
Sometimes when it becomes necessary to cut them, their
screams confirm the terrible pain they suffer. Redly, it's
not asmall matter. (When| first observed adelivery, | had a
renewed respect for women.)



But why dothey doit over and over again? Jesusexplained:

... sheremember eth no morethe anguish, for
JOY that aman isbornintotheworld.
John 16:21.

After thebaby isborn, there'sajoy that womenfed, which
| cannot possibly explain. Only thosewho have experienced
it can explainit to you. But there'sa supremejoy after
childbirth. A deep fulfilment after having brought forth
someonethey cancal their very own. Itisthisjoy that makes
them gothroughit againand again.

Inthesameway, ther €' sajoy you will never experience
till you lead othersto be born again into the kingdom
of God. For someone to be born again and stabilized in
Christ under my ministry, isajoy | cannot adequately express.
TheBiblesays, “Happy isthe man who hashisquiver full of
such children.”

Thisiswhat keepsmegoing intheministry, in spiteof al
the situations | face as aminister. Apart from often being
away from my family, | haveto endurealot of ridiculeand
suspicion. Sometimes peopletreat you despitefully, because
they assume you arejoblesswith nothing better to do.

But | endure the shame, because of the unspeakabl e joy
of winning soulsfor the Lord! You will never know this
joy until YOU begin to bear fruit and seeit growing.



ReasoN No. 9:
SO THAT YOUWILL NOT BEASHAMED

One of the most common verses engraved on many
tombstones in our cemeteries is taken from Revelations
14:13.

...Blessed arethe dead which diein theLord from
henceforth... that they may rest from their labours...

Now notice: It did not say, “ Blessed arethoseinthechoair,”
or “Them that die in the church.” Friends, it's a matter of
being in the Lord, not just in the church!

But thetext endswith avery important revel ation:
... and their worksdo follow them.

L ook, when you dieyou cannot take anything a ong with
you. No, not your car, your money, or even your clothes.
After death the only thing which can follow you areyour
works. That is, thefruitsyou have borneinyour Christian
life. Thedisciplesyou have established intheLord . Your
Christian children.



Asl pointed out earlier on, it’s considered agreat shame
to be childless in our society. Now, concerning spiritual
children, welearn that:

Happy istheman that hath hisquiver full of them
[children]: they shall not beashamed.

Ps. 127:5.

Very soon you’regoingto stand beforethejudgement
seat of Christ. Are you going to stand there, empty-
handed and ashamed? Or will you bear your fruitsnow, so
that your works can follow you? Think about it.

ReasonN No. 10:
TOPRESERVEYOUROWNKINDINTHE
CHURCH

Inthe seventh chapter of Genesis, God commanded Noah
to enter the ark with hiswife, histhree sons, and their wives.
In addition he was to take with him, male and female
counterparts of every kind of beast. But why was God so
interested in preservingasampleof every kind of animal
intheark?

It wasto keep lifegoing onthe earth after theflood. Take
alook at versethree:

Of fowlsalso of theair by seven, themaleand the
female; TO KEEP SEED ALIVE upon theface of
theearth.



The Helen Spurrel Trandation of The Old Testament
putsit thisway:

.10 preserve the species...
Gen. 7:3

By so doing, God hasensured the survival of each type of
animal to this day, because he knew that Noah could never
givebirthto any of the other animals.

He could only reproduce his own kind — human beings.

This same principle applies spiritually. Bearing fruit
after your own kind will ensure that your particular
‘species’ continuesto exist in the church.

When the Lighthouse Chapel wasfounded, about half of
thesmall congregation was made up of student nurses. This
ratio was sustained for someyears.

But at apoint, the student nursesslacked in their outreach
towards their own kind. So asthey continued to graduate
and be transferred outside the city, their representation in
the congregation diminished.

Today, youwill not find so many nursesinour church—
becausethey failed to preservetheir ownkind. For thissame
reason, many churcheswhich used to bethe cutting edge of
Christianity are nowhereto befound today.

How sad.



You see, because | am bearing fruit after my own kind,
there are many medical studentsand doctorsin our church.
Thereare severd doctor-pastorsin the ministry with me now.
Some of them are even in full-time ministry.

| have preserved my own kind!

Now Y OU too can begin to make converts of people
who arejust likeyou. Thisisyour contribution to the
growth and continuity of the church.

Dear friend, just think about the increase wewould have,
if only the church of God would apply God's prescribed
method:

Individual Christiansbearing fruit after their own kind.

As we al begin to operate in this way, we will surely
experience ahigher successratein our personal evangelism,
resulting in growth on al sidesfor the Body of Christ.

Dear friend, thisisyour timeto bear fruit AFTER
YOUR OWNKIND.



